2010

2010

2010

C R E AT I N G B R I G H T S PA R KS
To subscribe sms ROBIN to 575758
Mumbai | February 24 - March 2, 2011 | Vol 3, No 46 | ` 15.00

STEVE JOBS > 4

HISTORY OF THE THIS WEEK
WEEK’’S PANEL:
WORLD CUP > 6 J M RANINA ACADEMY

Pooja Patel visits the Discover Dome, a unique mobile planetarium that has
been designed to help children understand the world of astronauts,
and learns more about why children want to be astronauts!

W

hen it comes to choosing
a career, the children of
modern India prefer to
choose options beyond the
standard.
Medicine, engineering and law
sta
a
are
ar
r now passe and space and astronomy
are
ar
r among the new buzz words! This fact
came
ca
a
to light recently when Nickelodeon,
a children’s channel, conducted a survey
asking
children about their preferred
as
s
career
options. In most cases, children
ca
a
were
w
we
e thrilled at the thought of going into
space
and working at zero gravity.
sp
p
Disha Joseph, a class 4 student at Delhi
Public
School, Bengaluru says, “I would
Pu
u
love
lo
v to become an astronaut and I am very
passionate
about this dream. I love to study
pa
a

the stars, the Moon, the planets, galaxies
and other related topic. I am not completely
aware of the subjects I need
eed to be good at
in school to pursue this career,
areer, but I know
mathematics is a necessity
ity and I love the
subject. If I cannot become
me an astronaut,
then I would love to be a space
scientist. I would like to study the
stars and do research on their life,
origin and other celestial stuff.”
Similarly, Maniishkaa Patil, a
class 3 student from Hiranandani
anandani
Foundation School, Thane
e says,
“My first experience with
learning about the sky was
when I asked my mom why
the moon has spots and why
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Of late, a lot has been written about how cell phone towers
are damaging human health. But fortunately, scientists
have already developed a new mobile technology which
will work without cell phone towers and also improve
call transmission. This software has been created by
an international team of researchers led by Flinders
University, Australia.

Dreaming of Space
>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

it waxes and wanes. In school we study about sun
spots and sun flares and I think most children
would be interested in learning and discovering
more about the world that lies beyond what we can
see.”
Indeed, there is a whole new world to explore
in outer space and with the development of
innovative technologies that can help decode
the mysteries of the Universe, this field has only
become more interesting. One example of this is
the recent discoveries about new planets by the
Kepler mission, which have challenged scientists’
imagination and knowledge. Professor Patricia
Reiff, Director of the Rice Space Institute says,
“I feel lucky to be working as a space scientist
because this is one space that leaves you surprised
every time you approach it. Each time you do
research on something related to space, you come
across a new unexplored element. This quality in
space study ensures that one never gets tired of
the subject.”

IF YOUR AIM IS TO BE
AN ASTRONAUT, THE VERY
BASIC NECESSITY IS A
LOVE FOR PHYSICS AND
MATHEMATICS. ALONG WITH
THAT, AN ASTRONAUT HAS
TO BE PHYSICALLY STRONG
AS IT TAKES A LOT OF
STRENGTH AND STRATEGY
TO BE IN SPACE.
— Asha Sundararajan, educationist, space expert
and founder-director of Children’s Technology
India has made major contributions to the field
of astronomy and close to 36% of the employees
of National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) are Indians. Last year, the centenary birth
anniversary of astrophysicist and Nobel laureate
Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar was celebrated
globally. NASA has even named its space
observatory after this famous astrophysicist. Indian
children therefore have plenty of role models to
look up to in this field and if your interests lie in
the study of space, being an astronaut is not your
only choice. As Nina Elavia Jaipuria, Senior Vice
President and General Manager, Nickelodeon
says, “Space has opened up a lot of options over the
years and so it is now not restricted to only being an
astronaut. You can also become a space scientist,
a space engineer, a space communicator, a space
educator, a chip designer or a rocket scientist.”
Asha Sundararajan, educationist, space expert

and founder-director of Children’s Technology
Workshop says, “Children today have the capability
of pursuing their dreams, be they anything. I have
conducted many astronomy workshops at different
places and the way the children reciprocate, it’s
totally unbelievable. Today’s children, no matter
what kind of school they come from, have a lot
of potential and have a very curious mind. I have
come across children who ask really practical
questions and at times it’s hard to believe that
they could think that way considering their age.
I encourage my students to write to scientists
across the globe and when they get a reply from
these scientists they are thrilled and encouraged
furthermore.”
Asha adds, “If your aim is to be an astronaut,
the very basic necessity is a love for physics and
mathematics. Along with that, an astronaut has to
be physically strong as it takes a lot of strength and
strategy to be in space.”

To help children understand the science of
space better, Nickelodeon recently brought
Discovery Domes to four major cities. This
kick started its annual career series with the
Young Astronaut Programmes 2011. These
Discovery Domes, which were set up in
Mumbai, Delhi, Bengaluru and Chennai,
are unique mobile planetariums. These
domes travelled across India as part of the
NASA Magnetosperic Multi-scale Mission,
which educates children about space
science. The domes gave an awesome 3D
experience, which taught children about
asteroids, black holes and the mysteries
of the Universe. After a visit to the dome,
children participating in this programme
were asked to write an essay about why
they want to become astronauts. The
winners of the contest will be announced in
the month of March and will get a chance
to visit NASA.
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Age-Old Shiva Temple
at the Heart of ThaiCambodian Clash
by Mehul Ganji, Class 3
The 11th Century Preah Vihear Temple
built in honour of the Hindu god Shiva is
located just outside Cambodia’s Angkor
Wat. The temple is the most famous
example of ancient Khmer architecture.
Today the temple lies in ruins having withstood decades
of war. This temple is now at the centre of a deadly border
dispute with neighbouring Thailand.
Thai and Cambodian soldiers have been fighting for four
days straight over a border area surrounding the 900-yearold mountain top temple. The political tension has increased
between the two countries and the Cambodian authorities
have asked for UN intervention. Both sides blame one
another for the fight.
This is another example of people fighting over religion
and temples. Innocent people are killed in the name of god.
Why can’t everyone live in peace?

CAR BUILT FASTER
THAN A BULLET
Country: United Kingdom
Capital: London

B

ritish engineers have designed a supersonic
upersonic
car called the Bloodhound to reach a record-breaking
1,609kms per hour, making it faster than a bullet. The engineers hope that it will be the world’s fastest car. The vehicle
is powered by a jet engine positioned above a hybrid rocket, which
produced 1,35,000 horsepower. That is equivalent to the power of 180
Formula One cars. This car has been in design for three years and
will begin runway testing in January next year.

Reciprocate (verb): to respond or give in return.
Pronunciation: re-ci-pro-kayt

In Cambodia, Thailand and Laos a temple
is called a wat. Draw a picture of a wat and
send it to us
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